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Fire Safety at
Home and Work

Keep Fire in Its Place
With winter approaching, the hot rays of the sun will give way to the comforting
warmth of manmade fires. Some may have an undesired effect. The first week of
October is Fire Prevention Week and these safety tips are designed to prevent
almost two million fires each year.

SMOKERS – do not smoke when medicated, sleepy or when
consuming alcohol; use deep, sturdy ashtrays; keep smoking materials
from children and store matches and lighters in a non-breakable container; install a
smoke detector in all areas where you commonly smoke. Smoke detectors also go in
each sleeping area of the home, have you changed the battery this year?

Never leave candles burning unattended.

Get rid of newspapers, rubbish, old clothes and oily rags.

When drying clothes, make sure they hang a safe distance from
stoves, heaters and other sources of fire.

Keep your clothes dryer clear of all lint, and stray dryer sheets the area around the dryer
in very important, this is one sources of many home fires.

Use flameproof cleaning products, or substitute nonflammable
products for flammable if possible.

Look for warning signs of pending electrical fires: dimming or flickering lights,
hot switch plates, worn electrical cords, light bulbs close to walls or
curtains.

Use only certified fuses and electrical parts.

Select noncombustible or fire-resistant roofing material.

Store firewood well away from home structures.

Keep dead vegetation at least 100 feet from your house.

PRACTICE EMERGENCY EXIT DRILLS IN YOUR HOME
1. Prepare a floor plan of your home showing at least two ways out of each
room.
2. Sleep with your bedroom door closed. It helps to hold back heat and
smoke.
3. Agree on a fixed location out-of-doors where family members are to gather for a head
count.
4. Make certain that no one goes back inside.
5. Practice - Practice - Practice.

IF YOUR HOME CAUGHT FIRE, WOULD YOU KNOW WHAT TO DO? WOULD

YOUR CHILDREN? WOULD YOUR GRANDCHILDERN?

Carbon monoxide Gas,
Explosive Gas Alarms

Have become very afordable and
are a great tool to place near

sources of combustion such as
your Furnace, Water Heater,

Stove.

Smoke Detectors
Detector in each sleeping area.

Have you replaced your
battery this year ?

Fire Extinguishers
Located near sources of combustion
such as your Furnace, Water Heater,

Stove.
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Each year, hundreds of people suffer from maiming or amputations of their fingers or
hands due to the improper handling of snowblowers.
According to the Consumer Products Safety Commission, snowblower accidents are
the fourth leading cause of finger amputations due to consumer products.

There are more than 1,000 amputations and 5,000 hospital emergency-room-treated inju-
ries per year associated with snowblowers. Injuries most frequently occurred when
consumers tried to clear the auger/collector or discharge chute with their hand. The
resulting injuries caused by the rotating snowblower blade or auger usually left tissue
so damaged and mangled that repair or reattachment was not possible.

Since 1992, nine deaths have been recorded. Two resulted from being caught in machin-
ery and seven were the result of carbon monoxide poisoning, such as when a
snowblower’s operator breathes in the machine’s exhaust while in an enclosed area.

According to university studies, there is a correlation between accidents and difficulty
in moving while operating snow-removal equipment. About one-fifth of the injury vic-
tims lost their footing and accidentally stuck their hands into the discharge chute while
trying to steady themselves.

Also, about half the accidents involving snow-removal equipment happen to first-time
users or those using the equipment for the first time each winter. Other risks include
being caught in chain drive sprockets, struck by propelled objects and burns from
contacting mufflers and/or hot engine parts.

Snowblower Safety Tips
Inexperience causes accidents, so review the operator’s manual before use.

When necessary, stop the engine, disconnect the sparkplug wire, and use a long stick to
unclog wet snow and debris from the machine. Never use your hands to unclog a
snowblower. Always keep hands and feet away from all moving parts.

Never leave the machine unattended when the engine is operating. Shut down the
engine if you must leave the machine for any length of time.

Never leave the machine running in an enclosed area, such as a garage with the door
closed.

Add fuel to the tank outdoors before starting the machine. Don’t add gasoline to a
running or hot engine. Always keep the gas can capped, and store gas away from
ignition sources.

If you have an electric-powered snowblower, be aware of where the power cord is at all
times. Also begin nearest the electrical outlet and work outward to minimize the chance
of running over the power cord.

Maintain and properly use the “continuous-operator” or “dead-man” controls that al-
low the snowblower to operate only when a lever is continuously pushed by the opera-
tor.

Plan a route before you start. Clear the area of any debris and rocks before you begin
snow removal.

When clearing a gravel area, don’t try to remove all the snow. Set up the snowblower so
the blades operate about an inch above the gravel.

Note manhole covers, stumps, banks, curbs, large rocks, small shrubs and other ob-
structions. Consider marking these obstacles with stakes or flags.

Clear snow by operating the snowblower up and down the face of slopes, not across the
face. Use extreme caution when changing direction on slopes.

Shut off equipment and remove the sparkplug wire before making repairs or mechanical
adjustments.

SNOW  BLOWER   SAFETY

Winter Safety at
Home and Work
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Inland Steel Plant 2 South Gate Union Election day 1950’s era.
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United Steelworkers Local 1010 3703 Euclid Ave.  East Chicago, IN 46312 (219)398-3100; web site - uswa1010.org

President

Tom Hargrove
793-4834

pres@uswa1010.org

Trustee

Jerry Strauch
988-4677

Inner Guard

Jim Gogolak
 397-5724

Trustee

365-5096

Trustee

Ivan Agosto
397-6934

Vice President

Steve Wagner
718-3199

Tom Hargrove ............111

Steve Wagner ............. 113

Recording Secretary. ....  119

Rosa Maria Rodriguez .. 101

Joe Piller ..................  134

Dennis Shattuck .........  116

Darrell Reed ..............  114

Matt Beckman ........... 138

Luis Aguilar .............  115

Don Seifert..... .......... 141

Ivan Agosto Safety ..... 121

Don Jones Safety ........  120

Insurance/Benefits . 112 117

Max Carrasquillo ........  143

Dan Walters Editor.......140

Hall Extension Numbers

Insurance & Pension

Fidel Azcona

884-0127

Contracting Out

Max Carrasquillo

365-5096

C.O.P.E

Pat Humphrey

397-9122

Human Rights

Luis Aguilar

838-9224

Women of Steel

Seretha Wood

Community Services

“Baby Lou” Gonzalez

746-8005

Training Coordinator

Don Seifert

545-9410

Committee Chairs

Compensation

Maximiliano Iglesias

844-8324

Safety Committee

safety@uswa1010.org

Ivan Agosto - Chairman

397-6934

Cell: 712-5631

Nick Valle - Vice Chairman

(708) 933-0734

Cell: 808-5377

John Gelon - Secretary

690-1523

Cell: 406-4190

Don Jones - Safety Coordinator

838-4210

Cell: 712-5610

Contract Coordinators

Luis Aguilar

838-9224

Hall ext.115

Steve Wagner

718-3199

Hall ext. 113

Financial

Secretary

Rosa Maria
Rodriguez
801-1896

Treasurer

Joe Piller
(708) 478-1629

Recording

Secretary

Fidel Azcona
884-0127

Sports

Enrique Campos

398-7316

Coordinators

Retiree’s Rep

Don Lutes

924-2294

Guide

Dan Mosley
398-0185

Outer Guard

Luis Aguilar
838-9224

Members Assistance

Dave Lomellin

397-0902

Paul Johnson

364-1284
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Grievance Area #25 - 80”Hot Strip/#5 Roll Shop

Griever...............Juan Vitela 795-1996

Assistant Griever ....... Joe Torres 805-9426

Stewards ................. Art Diaz 795-1128

Rhonda Hawkins 885-3879

James Thomas 588-5467

Grievance Area #20 - Shop Services/Internal

               Logistics/Electric Shop

Griever ................. Cornell Smith 762-1147

Assistant Griever ....... Bob Ruiz 201-3612

Stewards ................. Jovita Salinas 928-5441

New rep here xxx-xxxx

Grievance Area #6 - Utilities & Quality

Griever ................. Otis Cochran 956-4576

Assistant Griever ....... Darrell LaBarge 923-8622

Stewards ................. Rick Kolbert 947-7481

............................ Jeff Tomaga 947-3991

Grievance Area #1 - No. 5 & 6 Blast Furnace

Griever ................. Rory McDonald 845-3044

Assistant Griever ....... Kermit Deel 808-3188

Stewards ................. Robert Dille 663-3318

............................ Adrian Valdez 932-7005

Grievance Area #34 - Office & Technical

Griever ................. Tim Trtan 365-3840

Assistant Griever ....... Norma Conway 508-9161

Stewards ................. Martin Benninghoff (708) 755-3559

............................ Lupe Trevino-Houchin 801-0596

Grievance Area #35 - P.A.E.T.

Griever ................. Tim Trtan 365-3840

Steward .................. Scott Vliek 789-4326

Grievance Area #36 - Research

Griever ................. Tim Trtan 365-3840

Steward .................. Bill McDonald    (815) 469-0689

Grievance Area #33 - IHCC

Griever ................. William Rivera 513-9441

Assistant Griever ....... Albert Garza 845-9797

Grievance Area #31 - No. 7 Blast Furnace

Griever ................. Ron Friant 663-3981

Assistant Griever ....... Steven Donaldson 844-6086

Stewards ............... .. Rosemary Williams (708) 474-0303

............................ Edwin Gonzales 845-6376

Grievance Area #27 - Plant #4/12” Mill

Griever ................. Ron Kaszak 845-1926

Assistant Griever .......

Stewards .................

Grievance Area #26 - MHS/Transportation

Griever ................. David Hunter 484-3109

Assistant Griever ....... John Kilbourne 588-1219

Stewards ................. Larry Cauble 880-3245

............................ Craig Wood 242-9128

Grievance Committee Officers

Dennis Shattuck

938-8935

Matt Beckman

331-9304

Darrell Reed

887-4006
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Grievance Area #4 - No. 4 BOF, Slab Caster,

    Lime Plant, & Steel Foundry

Griever ................. Donald Guerrero 309-3890

Assistant Griever ....... Dave Lomellin 397-0902

Stewards ................. Steve Dovellos 779-9270

Jeff Morey

Argelio Trevino 399-3585

Grievance Area #5 - No. 2 BOF/CC

Griever ................. Michael Bouvat 365-1902

Assistant Griever ....... James Harris 765-4813

Stewards ................. Antonio Napules 791-9367

Jesse Hernandez 845-9425

Lee Smith 399-1994

Grievance Area #28 - No. 3 Cold Strip

Griever ................. Ernie Barrientez 313-9109

Assistant Griever........Timothy Smith 733-2317

Stewards ................. Eddie Harvey 944-3292

Henry Salinas 845-8572

Tony Brown 844-2747

Grievance Area #32- Field Forces/Refrigeration

Griever ................. Larry McMahon 956-4850

Assistant Griever ....... Stephen Connell 924-7945

Stewards ................. Christina O’Reilly 736-8509

                              Steve Pinkerton 924-3042

Calendar Editor

Daniel Walters

(219) 313-7913

editor@uswa1010.org

Grievance Area #37- Riverdale

Griever .................  Gary Bender (773) 216-9481

Assistant Griever  CSP   Patrick Goodson  677-9481

Assistant Griever  BOF  Tom Fornaciari  798-0648
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Pictures: Tom Hargrove, Rosa Maria Rodriguez, Daniel Walters
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